Veceslav Holjevac Elementary School

Our school is in the city of Zagreb, the capital of Croatia.
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Veceslav Holjevac Elementary School

It was named after Veceslav Holjevac, the mayor of Zagreb from 1952 to 1962 . He

is known for the expansion of the city of Zagreb to the south across the Sava River. That
part of the city is called New Zagreb. Our school is located in New Zagreb, in the city district
called Siget.
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School was opened in 1968, so this school year (2017/2018) we are celebrating (the)
50th anniversary of our school. Our school building has got 19 classrooms, a library, several
offices, a kitchen and a canteen, a sports hall, a large playground with two sports grounds
and a large pavilion for teaching.

In the Republic of Croatia primary school lasts for eight years so eight generations of
students attend our school (460 students in total). Teaching is organized in two shifts,
morning and afternoon shift. The morning shift lasts from 8 a.m. to 1 p.m., and the
afternoon one from 2 p.m. to 7 pm. One shift consists of grades 4, 6 and 8, and the other



one of grades 5 and 7. Students from the 1st to the 3rd grade are always in the morning
shift and they stay in a day-care until 5:30 p.m.

From the 1st to the 4th grade students have one teacher who teaches Croatian
Language, Mathematics, Science, Art, Music and Physical Education and additional teachers
for foreign languages and Religious Education, which are optional subjects.

Our students can choose to learn either English or French. From the fourth grade
they can learn both foreign languages.
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From the 5th to the 8th grade students have different teachers for each subject.
Each form has got a form teacher. He/She meets his/her class once a week and
communicates with parents. In the 5th grade, students get three new compulsory subjects:
History, Geography and Technical Education, as well as IT, which is optional. In the 7th
grade they get two more compulsory subjects: Chemistry and Physics.
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If they want, pupils can join some of the many interesting extracurricular activities:
Drama, Film, Journalism, Dance, Music Group, Debate, Media Literacy, Origami, Folklore
Group, Young Nature Guards, Sign Language, Chess, Football, Geogebra, Scratch etc.

A poster for the school film "The Mirror" ‘ ‘ 7 Yong ature Guards

In the Republic of Croatia school lasts from the beginning of September until the
middle of June. For Christmas and New Year we have a two-week winter holiday. They
mark the end of the first and the beginning of the second term. For Easter we have a one
week spring holiday.

In the school we organize a lot of activities for our students, e.g.: in December we
organize a school ceremony for the end of the first term, the Francophone Evening, the
Humanitarian Music Evening in March and the event for the School Day in May.
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Each class organizes several outdoor education days during the year. Students visit
museums, attend theatre performances or visit different parts of Croatia in one day. Third,
fourth and seventh graders go on several days’ excursions. In April the 3rd graders have
school on top of the mountain Medvednica (near Zagreb) for five days, and the 4th graders



have school in the town of Crikvenica on the Adriatic coast for five days. Seventh graders
go on the so-called matura trip to places somewhere on the Adriatic Coast and their trip
lasts for 3 or 5 days.
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Our school was in the European Comenius project from 2012 to 2014, so we are
looking forward to working again in the Erasmus+ project together with the students and
teachers from ltaly, Poland, Spain and France.
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